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Dear Fellow Montanans: 


This past year has shown significant gains in our 
effort to reduce loss of life, limb and property. 
As a state, we have decreased our traffic fatality 
deaths to the lowest figure in nearly two decades. 


Emphasis is being maintained towards the major con- 
cern of alcohol related accidents. Your Highway 
Patrol, through better management, training and 
increased enforcement, is striving to reduce fur- 
ther the incidence of drinking drivers. 


Better education through traffic safety and in- 
creased enforcement help rid our highways of death 
and destruction. This, however, is not enough. 

We need you, the people, to help us. Voluntary 
compliance of all laws stopping the drinking 
driver and the use of seat belts will make Mon- 
tana's highways even safer. 


With best wishes, I am 


Singerely, 


MIKE GREELY 
Attorney General 


Honorable Mike Greely 
Attorney General 

The Justice Center 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully 
submit this annual report of accident analysis. 


Previous years have made great demands upon the 
Highway Patrol. We have intensified our efforts 
to meet these demands. Our efforts in 1982 helped 
reduce our traffic fatalities to the lowest level 
Since 1963. The percent of drinking drivers in 
fatal accidents has shown a decrease for the first 
time in several years. Increased enforcement, 
citizen involvement in reporting drunk drivers, 
and tougher penalties for D.U.I. should help keep 
the drunk driver problem on the decline. 


A pilot project for improved radio communications 
was implemented in the central region of the state 
this year. The program has shown better radio 
coverage for our officers being dispatched. This 
will help provide better and more efficient service 
to all highway users. 


Your support and confidence in the Highway Patrol 
is greatly appreciated, and we look toward the 
future with great anticipation. 


Sincerely, 


Pander 


COLONEL R. W. LANDON 
Chief Administrator 
Montana Highway Patrol 


ee en ee eee et Fae in LA ee ee ee eon a) ee ee i 


it aa, 
F as 


es t ,sassa0K to anesidio aig, ban 
-sievisas dusblisos a tueaaal Asan 

¥7rHYhe suo bal eved oW : 
bogied S@@l al sazolie uO ,shnemed 


ream OF. 
teve! deewol ef) oF eotsliagn?® plated 
ni erevich onidutstb to. sasotag edt . 
de sd oy 10? onsorzneh a awote 26d eInpoback 
«leemeoabite Seaderonl ..esasy Ienxoves af 


eit [o0b ott “n0 ae Lae. ; 
Rocliganceummoo, older bevoremt 107, ee a” 


Pp ind 
sopte of3 t60 aoipen lextaes: eff ah: iqni asw 
tithes ded swode aed ms mney, abd oa 
55 ta “taba Baw tetsed sb 10. 208 ae 
sofvaes gansta “')On DNS sbiverg, 
phe 


Lousae wv LW edd of ae eed baa 
wid Gaswosd sal ow pee sntschn en 


In 1956, as a tribute to the Vigilantes, the first law enforcement 
group in the Montana Territory, the Montana Highway Patrol adopted this 
new uniform shoulder emblem - the Patrol star with the State seal above 
the numbers 3-7-77. About 1863, the Vigilantes exhibited the mysterious 
3-7-77, which eventually replaced fear of robbers and violent death 
with faith and peace of mind. To this day the Vigilante code remains 
a baffling secret, its real meaning buried with the men it represented, 
never to be solved by Montana historians. 

There are many interpretations of the mysterious 3-7-77. Some 
historians believe that these figures written below a skull and crossbones 
on a card and pinned on a tent or cabin was a warning to the dweller 
that his presence was no longer desired. Others believe the road agents 
regarded 3-7-77 as a warning they had 3 hours, 7 minutes, and 77 seconds 
to get out of town. Still others seem to think that those who ignored 
the warning should prepare immediately to occupy a hole in the ground 
3 feet wide, 7 feet long, and 77 inches deep. Historians have it that 
100 odd road agents ended up here after being strung up to the nearest 
tree. And, as the Vigilantes proved that they meant business - that 
they would bring peace to the Montana Territory or die trying - the 
significance of 3-7-77 grew. The Montana Highway Patrol, in adopting this 
early mysterious symbol, honors the first men in the Montana Territory 


who organized for the safety and welfare of the people. 
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* 254 FATALITIES 


* 9,313 INJURIES 


* 19,382 ACCIDENTS REPORTED 


* $106 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS 


DEATHS INJURIES 
254 Ge 313 


down 24.9% 


MOTOR VFH. 


TOTAL 
REPORTED ACC. 


down 9.0% 


MILES (Est .) 


down 11.0% 


(in Millions) 
3.9 


down 18.7% 
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ONE FATALITY EVERY 34.5 HOURS 
ONE INJURY EVERY 56 MINUTES 
ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 27.1 MINUTES 


$292,682.00 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 


e 


oe DS accidents 


-- 29 injured persons 


MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between 4 and 5 p.m. 


than any other hour 
of the day 


-. On Friday than any other 
day of the week 


»-. in December than any other 


month of the year 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


-- between 10:00 and 11:00 than 


any other hour of the day 


-- On Saturday than any other 


day of the week 


-- in August than any other 


month of the year 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 


1 January 1982 - 31 December 1982 


Reportable Accidents: 
($250 damage/death or injury) 


Interstate Highway L207 
U.S. Highway 4,375 
State Highway 6,281 
County Roads are! 
Local Streets LSS) 7) 
Total IEC) 5 Site} 2 
Deaths Resulting 254 
Injuries (non-fatal) 9,313 


Drivers Involved: 
Male 
Female 
Not Stated 


Total 


20) da 
9,005 
a 


29), 1:63 


Accidents Investigated: 


Highway Patrol 


Other Agencies 


9,663 


So) sits, 
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Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
OcE. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


TOTAL 


SUMMARY 
Accidents Fatal 
Reported Accidents 
27,0129 1s) 22 
1,580 03 03 
1,563 13 aS 
Zot 24 26 
USS P40) 19 21 
1,491 18 a3 
1,935 27 ow 
LD 46 7d | 33 
1,430 22 24 
1,483 19 20 
By Ly 18 22 
De 12 Ls 
9, 38:2 215 254 


Non-fatal 


Deaths Injuries 


655 
570 
647 
672 
780 
846 
925 
941 
73% 
335 
863 


848 


SF idk) 


Estimated 
Economic Loss 


S$ 9,252,918 
PAGE YO 
6,308,808 

10,935,266 
878352, 350 
97,673,505 

13,458,789 

13,879,376 

10,094,092 
8,411,743 
97.252), 918 


5,467,633 


$106,829,140 
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MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENT FATALITIES BY AGE 


AND SEX IN MONTANA, 1982 


65 and Over 
5.6% 


under 15 
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Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


TOTALS 


1973 
15 
18 
29 
22 
25 
24 
37 
28 
32 
36 
27 
30 


323 


1974 
13 
17 
14 
12 
ms 
43 
34 
43 
25 
22 
25 
30 


299 


FATALITIES BY MONTH 


MONTANA 
19771978 
il 10 
17 14 
28 ial 
19 28 
20 42 
28 28 
48 42 
44 27 
18 Shil 
41 13 
18 16 
27 7 
320 PTAA 


1979 
20 
19 
22 
19 
31 
38 
34 
28 
36 
34 
28 
23 


332 


1980 
13 
19 
21 
26 
31 
41 
36 
39 
23 
24 
29 
23 


325 


Highest month over 10 year period 


1975 1976 
10 es 
14 22 
We 20 
18 13 
shi 26 
33 24 
Di 43 
39 37 
24 25 
37 32 
30 2. 
23 26 
298 300 
*K* 
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Lowest month over 10 year period 


1981 
32 
20 
18 
23 
28 
27 
4h 
43 
21 
31 
31 
20 


338 


Total persons killed over 10 year period 


1982 

22 

3 
15 
26 
21 
23 
32 
33 
24 
20 
22 
13 


254 


Total 
159** 
165 
190 
204 
276 
309 
377* 
361 
259 
290 
248 
Zo 


3060*** 
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FATALITIES AND DRINKING 
1982 


MONTANA 


DRIVERS PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS TOTAL 


Month Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD 


Jan. am 3 10 3 1 0 0 0 22 6 
Feb. 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 i 
Mar. 9 6 4 3 1 1 1 0 h5 10 
Apr. 17 ial 8 6 1 0 0 0 26 17 
May 17 9 3 2 1 0 0 0 2m Ale 
June 13 a 6 1 = 3 0 0 23 ial 
July 19 15 10 7 1 al 2 0 32 23 
Aug. ES ae 16 7 2 2 0 0 33 20 
Sept. 14 9 5 2 3 2 P34 0 24 TS 
Oct. 3 10 6 1. 1 at 0 0 20 2 
Nov. a 5 8 1 I 0 0 0 22 6 
Dec. 6 2 6 2 il I 0 0 13 5 
TOTAL 150 89 82 315 17 ume 5 0 254 135 


HBD - had been drinking (.05% blood alcohol or more) 


59% of drivers killed had been drinking 

43% of passengers killed had been drinking 
65% of pedestrians killed had been drinking 
53% of all persons killed had been drinking 


PT Ae DAG Tt Viney CALENDAR 


OR Ss 2) 


MONTANA 


Total for Month: 22 Total for Month: 
Total for Year: 22 Total for Year: 2 


3 Total for Month: 15 
5 Total for Year: 40 


APRIL 


Total for Month: 26 Total for Month: 21 
Total for Year: 66 Total for Year: 87 Total for Year: 110 


Total for Month: 23 [ 


AUGUST 


Total for Month: 32 Total for Month: 33 


pi Total for Month: 24 
Total for Year: 142 Total for Year: 175 Total for Year: 199 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


Total for Month: 20 Total for Month: 22 Total for Month: 13 
Total for Year: 219 Total for Year: 241 Total for Year: 254 j 


MONTANA 


1982 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number Patrol Fatal Persons 

Holiday of Hours Region Accidents Killed 
Memorial Day 78 (i all 2 
(Gacit i 1 
4 DEATHS (ier: 0 0 
(IV i il 
(V 0 0 
Independence Day 78 (I 0 0 
(II 0 0 
2 DEATHS lige 0 0 
(IV 0 0 
(V 2 2 
Labor Day 78 (I 0 0 
‘(a EIE al 2 
5 DEATHS (CQEIL7E al al 
(IV i] af 
(V 1 iL 
Thanksgiving 102 (I il 2 
(IIe 2 2 
8 DEATHS (IGICIE il 4 
(IV 0 0 
(V 0 0 
Christmas 78 (I 0 0 
( Tt il il 
1 DEATH CEEE 0 0 
(IV 0 0 
(V 0 0 
New Year's 78 (i: 0 0 
(ag IB 0 0 
1 DEATH (isk 0 0 
(IV al i 
(V 0 0 
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TRUCK/TRUCK TRACTOR ACCIDENTS 
1982 


* 1614 Truck/Truck Tractor involved Accidents 

* 1656 Truck/Truck Tractors involved 

* 2774 Drivers in Truck/Truck Traetor Accidents 

* 39 Fatal Accidents involving Truck/Truck Tractors 


* 47 Persons Killed * 837 Persons Injured 


Truck/Truck Tractor Accidents by Trafficwa 


Interstate 


U.S. Route 
State Route 


County Roads 


City Streets 


Truck/Truck Tractor Accidents by Collision Type 


Head-On 
Rear-End 


Angle 
Side Swipe 
Other 


Truck/Truck Tractor Accidents by Driver Related Factors 


Reckless 

Speed for Condition 
Careless 

Fail Yield R.O.W. 


Other Violation 


No Violation 


*This study includes only those trucks or truck-tractor. combination 
over 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and excludes buses. 


TRUCK/TRUCK TRACTOR ACCIDENTS 


Collision 
with 
Other 
Object 


Overturn 


20.0% 


Collision 
with 
Fixed Object 


—— 2 Sve 


Collision with 
Motor Vehicle in Transport 


Collision with 
Pedalcycle 
5A 


Other 
Non-Collision 


Collision with 
Pedestrian 


49 .0% 


[ 
[ 
i 
[ 
[ 
i 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 


First Harmful Event 


Dawn/Dusk 


Darkness 


PU ot 


Daylight 


68.27, 


Light Conditions Road Conditions 


SECTION 


TYPE OF ACCIDENT 
(FIRST HARMFUL EVENT) 


NONCOLLISION 


13 .42% 1.4% 
Overturning Other Noncollision 


COLLISION INVOLVING: 


1.0% 50.87 9.7% 


1% 87 Shor 45 


Fixed Object Miscellaneous 
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